
 

Whitefish Lake and Lakeshore Committee  

 

   

AGENDA 
 

    

Wednesday, November 9, 2016 at 6:00 PM 
Meeting to be held at Planning & Building Department, 

 Conference Room, 510 Railway Street 
 

1. Call to Order 
 
2. Agenda Changes 

 
3. Approval of August 17, 2016 minutes 

 
4. General Public Comment 
 

5. Old Business 
 
6. New Business 

 WLP-16-W22 Dixon 

o Repair Sewer Line 

7. Staff Comments 
 

8. Adjournment 
 

Next Scheduled Meeting is December 14, 2016 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Principles for Civil Dialogue 
 

 We provide a safe environment where 
individual perspectives are respected, heard 
and acknowledged. 

 

 We are responsible for respectful and courteous dialogue 
and participation. 

 

 We respect diverse opinions as a means to find solutions 
based on common ground. 

 

 We encourage and value broad community participation. 
 

 We encourage creative approaches to engage public 
participation. 

 

 We value informed decision-making and take personal 
responsibility to educate and be educated. 

 

 We believe that respectful public dialogue fosters healthy 
community relationships, understanding, and problem-
solving. 

 

 We acknowledge, consider and respect the natural 
tensions created by collaboration, change and transition. 

 

 We follow the rules and guidelines established for each 
meeting. 
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 WHITEFISH LAKESHORE PROTECTION COMMITTEE 
 MINUTES OF August 17, 2016 
 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00pm by Chairman Herb Peschel. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 

• Herb Peschel, Donna Emerson, Koel Abell, and Joe Malletta.  Bailey Minnich of the 
Whitefish Planning Office was also present.  

  
MEMBERS ABSENT: Brian Sullivan and Jim Laidlaw 
 
ADDITIONS/CORRECTIONS TO TONIGHT’S AGENDA: none 
 
APPROVAL OF JUNE MINUTES: 

• Koel moved to approve the June 8, 2016 minutes as presented. Donna seconded the 
motion.  All in favor and motion carried. 

 
GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT: none 
 
Old Business: none 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
WLP-16-W17 – Gorder – Retaining Wall 
[Present: none] 
Discussion: 
Staff began with a presentation of the proposed project and draft lakeshore permit report.  
Discussion was held regarding previous permits which had been issued for the subject property 
and the different amount of lakeshore frontages used.  Further discussion occurred on the 
applicant’s ability in the future to amend their constructed area.  Discussion occurred on the 
proposed conditions of the permit and requirement for riprap along the toe of the retaining wall.  
Also discussed was the applicant’s existing buoy location and recommending the applicant to 
move the buoy to comply with the 100 feet length from shore regulation. 
Motion: 

• Joe Malletta moved to approve the permit as presented. Donna Emerson seconded the 
motion.  Motion approved unanimously, 4-0. 

 
BOARD COMMENTS 
Koel had some questions regarding the Dunlop property.  The owner has removed the cover on 
the shore station but has not removed the structural canopy.  That is not a requirement of the 
permit, but would make it less likely the canopy would be installed again in the future.  Further 
discussion occurred on lakeshore violations and our process in place to deal with violations of 
issued permits.  Also discussed was how long approved permits are valid, and staff’s inspection 
of completed permits. 
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STAFF COMMENTS 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
The meeting was adjourned at 6:23pm. 
 
 
 
 NEXT MEETING 
 
 September 14, 2016 * 6:00pm 

Whitefish Planning & Building Office 
510 Railway Street – Whitefish, MT 
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DAVID & CAROLINE DIXON 
WHITEFISH LAKE LAKESHORE PERMIT 

STAFF REPORT #WLP-16-W22 
NOVEMBER 2, 2016 

 
Property Owner: David & Caroline Dixon 
Mailing Address: 1819 Polk Street #229 

San Francisco, CA 94109 
Telephone Number: 406.671.8310 
Applicant: Jason Pohlman 
Mailing Address: 118 W. 2nd Street 

Whitefish, MT 59937 
Telephone Number: 406.249.9492 
Property Legal Description: Lot 23-N2-BLK8 of WFSH TSTE CO 5AC TR ADD1 

Subdivision in Section 25, Township 31N, Range 22W 
Property Address: 360 Dakota Avenue 
Lake: Whitefish Lake 
Lake Frontage: 69’ 
Project Description: Repair of existing sewer line 
  

 

 
Discussion:  The applicant is proposing to repair an existing sewer line located within the 
Lakeshore Protection Zone.  The existing domestic sewer line and municipal sewer line are both 
non-conforming structures within the Lakeshore Protection Zone.  Previously in 2000, under 
WLP-00-W20, the City approved a lakeshore permit to relocate the existing sewer line to its 
current location.  The applicant submitted an emergency lakeshore application on October 19, 
2016 to replace the cracked sewer line.  The applicant is replacing the sewer line in the exact same 
location with a small excavator.  The regulations require an approved permit from the Lakeshore 
Protection Committee and Whitefish City Council to operate machinery with the Lakeshore 
Protection Zone. 
 
Frontage and allowable constructed area: The subject property has 69 feet of lakeshore frontage, 
and is eligible for 552 square feet of constructed area. 
 
Existing constructed area:  There is an existing non-conforming dock located on the property, 
approximately 795 square feet (per previous permits).  In 2013, under WLP-13-W24, the gangway 
was permitted to be replaced.  Additionally, the applicant has indicated that there are existing stone 
stairs approximately 16 square feet and a fire pit on the property.  However, no permits are on file 
for either structure. 
 
Conclusion: The proposed work complies with all requirements, most specifically Section 13-3-1, 
Design and Construction Standards of the Whitefish Lake and Lakeshore Regulations. 
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Recommendation: Staff recommends that the Whitefish Lakeshore Protection Committee 
recommend approval of the requested lakeshore construction permit to the Whitefish City Council 
subject to the following conditions. 
 
Recommended Conditions of Approval: 
1. This permit is valid for a period of one year from the date of issuance.  Upon completion of 

the work, please contact the Planning Department at 406-863-2410 for final inspection. 
2. The Lakeshore Protection Zone shall be defined as the lake, lakeshore and all land within 20 

horizontal feet of the average high water line at elevation 3,000.79’. 
3. The proposed project dimensions specified on the application project drawing shall not be 

exceeded unless modified by conditions of the approved permit.  Changes or modifications 
to increase any dimension or change configuration must be approved through a permit 
amendment. 

4. Temporary storage of vehicles, trailers, equipment, or construction materials in the lakeshore 
protection zone is prohibited. 

5. The natural protective armament of the lakeshore and lakebed must be preserved whenever 
possible.  Following installation, the lakeshore and lakebed shall be returned to its condition 
prior to construction. 

6. Prior to the start of any construction activity, an effective siltation barrier shall be installed at 
the lakeshore protection zone boundary. The barrier shall be designed and constructed to 
prevent silt and other debris from the construction site entering the lakeshore protection zone, 
and shall be maintained until such a time as permanent erosion control and site stabilization 
are established on the property. 

7. All work shall be done when the lake is at low pool and the construction site is dry. 
8. Any existing or disturbed areas inside the lakeshore zone may be revegetated.  New plants 

shall be native to the Flathead Valley or cultivars whose form, color, texture, and character 
approximates that of natives.  A resource file on native plants is available at the City of 
Whitefish Planning Department.  Application of fertilizer is permitted only in minimal 
amounts to establish new plantings. 

9. The use of mechanical equipment within the lakeshore protection zone is permitted only if 
the equipment does not come in contact with the lake, expose silts or fine materials, or gouge, 
rut, or otherwise damage the lakeshore. 

10. The lakeshore shall be immediately restored to its condition prior to construction.  All 
equipment tracks shall be raked or otherwise removed by hand. 

 
Report by Bailey Minnich 
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