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WHITEFISH BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
MINUTES 

September 1, 2015 
 
A. Call to order and roll call. The meeting was called to order at 6:00p.m. 

Members present were Brandon Jacobson, Doug Peppmeier, Herb Peschel, 
Josh Akey, Scott Sorensen, Mike Kelley and Senior Planner Wendy Compton-
Ring. Norm Nelson was absent. 
 

B. Communication from the Public.  (This time is set aside for the public to comment on 

items not on the agenda.  City officials do not respond during these comments, but may respond or 
follow-up later on the agenda or at another time.  The chair has the option of limiting such 
communications depending on the number of citizens who want to comment and the length of the 
meeting agenda.) 

 
C. Approval of the Board of Adjustment Minutes of the August 4, 2015 

meeting. Josh Akey made a motion second Mike Kelley to approve the 
minutes from the August 4, 2015 Board of Adjustment meeting. The motion 
passed unanimously. 

 
D. Old Business 
 
E. Public Hearings:  
 

1. A variance request by Brett Pierce to enclose an existing carport 
encroaching within 6-ft of the side property lines.  The property is 
located at 29 Somers Avenue.  (WZV 15-04): 

 
Senior Planner Wendy Compton-Ring gave the staff report.  The proposal is to 
convert an existing nonconforming carport into an enclosed garage.  The 
property is located at 29 Somers Avenue, in WR-2 zoning which requires a 6-foot 
side yard setback for accessory structures with 600 square feet or less.  
 
The existing carport is 4.55-feet from the south property line and 5.49-feet from 
the north property line. Staff placed a legal in the paper on August 12, 2015 and 
notified the adjacent land owners within 150-feet on August 7, 2015. One email 
was received from the neighbor to the North.  Their only concern is if in the future 
a second floor were to be added.   
 
The carport was constructed in 1997 and is approximately 20-feet wide. The 
applicant would like to enclose the carport and has no plans to expand the 
existing footprint of the building.  Staff recommends approval of the variance. 
 
Herb Peschel recuse himself from the agenda item. 
 
Cole Blackwell with Blackwell Enterprises was present representing the 
applicant.  Cole stated there will be no plumbing or heating added to the building.   
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Scott Sorensen made a motion second by Brandon Jacobson to approve 
the variance request WZV 15-04 to enclose an existing carport encroaching 
within 6-ft of the side property lines located at 29 Somers Avenue. The 
motion passed with five ayes. Herb recused himself.  

 
F. New Business - none 
 
G. Good and Welfare 
 

1. Matters from Board 
2. Matters from staff  

 
H.  Adjournment. The meeting was adjourned at 6:09pm. 
 


