
1.1 Standards. 

SECTION 1 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

The latest published edition of the Montana Public Works Standard S pecifications are 
adopted in their entirety , except as amended by the latest edition of the City of Whitefish 
Engineerin g  Standards. With respect to the design and/or construction of public 
facilities, any con:flict(s) or difference(s) between the Montana Public Works Standard 
S pecifications , and the City of Whitefish Engineering  Standards shall be resolved in 
favor of the City of Whitefish Engineering Standards. This document is available at the 
City's website http://www.whitefish.govoffice.com/. 

All water , sanitary sewer, storm drainage ,  and roadway systems , or any other 
construction of infrastructure within the public right-of-way or easement, shall be 
constructed , inspected, and tested in accordance with the current edition of The Montana 
Public Works Standard S pecifications and the City of Whitefish Engineering Standards 
and other standards referenced elsewhere in this document. 

1.2 Applicability. 

These City of Whitefish Engineering Standards establish the minimum requirements for 
construction and/or upgrading of facilities both in the public right-of-way and for private 
development; transportation and transportation related facilities; storm drainage facilities; 
sanitary sewer and water improvements; and park, recreation, and open space facilities. 
The standards contained in this document apply whenever any public or private work is 
performed within the public right-of-way or public easement of the City of Whitefish 
including work performed by private parties at their own expense under authority granted 
by ordinance of the City Council or permit process of the Public Works Department. This 
manual is therefore to be used as a resource by City staff, citizens , developers , 
contractors , and desi gn professionals. 

Good design of projects is a goal of the City. Since these standards cannot anticipate all 
situations, compliance with these standards does not relieve the desi gner, property owner, 
or contractor of the responsibility to apply conservative and sound professional judgment 
to protect the health, safety , and welfare of the public. These are minimum standards and 
are intended to assist, but not to substitute for, competent work by design professionals. 
Special considerations or environmental constraints may require more intense or rigorous 
design parameters than would be otherwise required. City staff is therefore expected to 
use professional judgment in requiring more than these minimum standards under 
circumstances where implementation of the standards contained in this document would 
not satisfy the needs of special conditions or environmental constraints. 

Note that it is not the intent of the City to unreasonably limit any innovative or creative 
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effort that could result in a superior design based upon the performance criteria of safety, 
economical maintenance, and pleasant appearance. Proposed departures from these 
standards by the developer will be evaluated by City staff on the basis that the proposal 
will produce acceptable results for the user, the environment, and the public. 

1.3 General Policy - Utilities. 

A. All development within City limits shall be served by the City water system. 
Developers are required to extend the existing system across the full frontage of 
the property being developed or otherwise extend the system to make it available 
for future extension and development, unless approved by the Public Works 
Director. Upon approval and final acceptance of construction, the Developer 
shall convey or deed the system as constructed to the City. Joint participation by 
the City may be applicable where oversizing is deemed appropriate by the Public 
Works Director/City Engineer. City approval is required prior to construction. 
Latecomer agreements, where appropriate, will be administered by the City. 

B. All development within the City limits shall be served by the City sewer system. 
Developers are required to extend the existing system across the full frontage of 
the property being developed or otherwise extend the system to make it available 
for future extension and development, unless approved by the Public Works 
Director. Upon approval and final acceptance of construction, the Developer 
shall convey or deed the system so constructed to the City. Joint participation by 
the City may be applicable where oversizing is deemed appropriate by the Public 
Works Director/City Engineer. City approval is required prior to construction. 
Latecomer agreements, where appropriate, will be administered by the City. 

1.4 City Fees. 

Water and Sewer Service Connection Fee. A fee shall be paid, in accordance with the 
most current Whitefish Water and Sewer Rate Schedules which is available from the 
Public Works Department water billing office, for the connection of each new water or 
sewer service to the system. This fee must be paid even if a service line has previously 
been stubbed to the property line or other point. Connection fees for water and/or sewer 
must be paid before a Building Permit will be issued by the Building Department. 

Public Works Department Engineering Review Fee. An engineering review fee must be 
received by the Public Works Department before the plan review process can begin for a 
development project. Half of the review fee is due at the time that the plans are 
submitted to the Public WorksDepartment. The review fee must be paid in full prior to 
the pre-construction meeting. The review fee calculation form is provided in Appendix 
H. 

Impact Fees. All new and expanded growth and development, which includes 
residential, commercial, retail, and office development, shall pay impact fees. These fees 
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are applied towards the cost of new facilities needed to serve growth. These facilities are 
identified in Ordinance 07-25 and include: water, wastewater, stormwater, paved trails, 
Park Maintenance Building, Emergency Services Building, and City Hall. Impact fees 
are assessed at the time of the complete building permit application and paid at the time a 
Building Permit is issued for a new structure, a change in use of an existing building or 
dwelling unit, including any alteration, expansion, replacement, or new accessory 
building. 

Plant Investment Fee. All new development and expansion of existing development 
where water and/or sewer fixtures are installed shall be required to pay Plant Investment 
Fees (PIF). PIFs are the sewer and water system impact fees. The fees are a cost 
recovery for the existing customers who have paid for the installation of oversized 
facilities and a network of facilities throughout the municipality to make service available 
for future growth. The fees are due and payable upon approval of the Building Permit for 
the proposed improvement. Facilities that do not require plumbing fixtures and have no 
impact on the utility system shall not be assessed PIF's. Fire sprinkling systems and fire 
hydrants are not considered plumbing fixtures and are exempt from the fees. The PIF's 
are based on rates established by the City Council. 

Erosion and Sediment Control Plan (ESCP) Fee. The fee for submittal of an ESCP has 
been established with adoption of the Whitefish Critical Areas Ordinance 08-25, and 
successor ordinances. The fee is currently $1 00 for a single family or duplex ESCP and 
$200 for an ESCP for all other development. The ESCP and fee for single family/duplex 
should be submitted to the Whitefish Planning and Building Department. All other 
ESCP's should be submitted as part of engineering drawings to the Public Works 
Department. Fees may be increased beyond what is set forth herein by action of the City 
Council. 

1.5 Service Connection Policy. 

Annexation into the City of Whitefish for Municipal Services. If a property is located 
outside the City Limits, but is within 500-feet of a sewer main, state law requires new 
construction to connect to municipal services. Properties required to annex into the City 
shall complete a Petition for Annexation to the City of Whitefish and submit the form to 
the City Clerk's Office. Such annexation shall be completed prior to any connection to 
the required service. Prior to annexation, the property owner shall confirm zoning with 
the Whitefish Planning & Building Department. If the property requesting annexation 
has a County zone, a rezone of the property to a Whitefish zone shall occur prior to 
annexation. A completed Rezone Application shall be submitted to the Whitefish 
Planning & Building Department for processing. 

Sewer Service Connection Procedures. When it is necessary to tap an existing sewer 
main for a service connection, the Customer or his Contractor shall provide all 
equipment, labor, and materials to tap the main, install the service line from the main to 
the point of service, and restore the pavement or other surface in the public right-of-way 
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to the pre-construction condition. 

Water Service Connection Procedures. When it is necessary to tap an existing water 
main for a service connection, the Customer or his Contractor shall provide all equipment 
and labor to excavate and expose the main. The City shall provide the tap and 
corporation stop only for domestic service. For fire, irrigation, and any other connection, 
the Customer shall pay the actual cost of the tap and materials. Contractors tapping 
services must use an approved tapping machine and flush residue. The Customer or his 
Contractor shall provide all equipment, labor, and materials to install the service line 
from the corporation stop/service valve to the point of service and restore the pavement 
or other surface in the public right-of-way to its pre-construction condition. 

1 .6 Applicable Laws and Indemnification of City. 

The Contractor shall give all notices and comply with all federal, state and local laws, 
ordinances and regulations affecting the conduct of the work, and shall indemnify and 
hold harmless the City against any claim or liability arising from, or based on, the 
violation of any such law, ordinance, regulation, etc., whether by himself or his 
employees. 

1. 7 Interruption of Service. 

Any construction that will interrupt the normal operation of City sewer, water, storm or 
transportation facilities requires notification of affected City departments and property 
owners and/or residents. The Contractor shall notify the Whitefish City Police and Fire 
Departments at least forty-eight ( 48) hours prior to any street closures. All street closures 
or interruptions of utility services will require the Contractor to provide a news release 
specifying the location of construction and the duration of the closure. The Contractor 
shall present the news release to the news media at least two (2) working days prior to the 
beginning of any construction activity. The Contractor shall also notify utility users 
affected by the interruption of the type and duration of the interruption at least forty-eight 
( 48) hours prior to beginning construction. 

In the event of an emergency interruption, the Contractor shall notify the Public Works, 
Police and Fire Departments as quickly as possible. The Contractor shall immediately 
dispatch members of his staff to notify affected individuals by telephone or personal 
contact. 

1 .8 Public Right of Way Permit (Excavation Permit). 

The excavating Contractor must have a completed, signed, and approved copy of a City 
of Whitefish Excavation/Right-of-Way Permit in its possession prior to excavating in 
any City right-of-way. The Excavation/Right-of-Way Permit form and Excavation 
Guidelines are included in Appendix C. 
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The Contractor is responsible for maintaining and repairing any and all defects or failures 
in the excavation area, including but not limited to ditch settlement and asphalt failure for 
a period of two (2) years. In the event the Contractor fails to make such repairs, the City 
will have the repairs performed and charge the Contractor the cost thereby incurred. 

All construction, excavation, or other work on public or private property which will 
necessitate excavation within the public right-of-way shall require a Public Right-of-Way 
Permit issued by the Public Works Department. The work authorized by the Permit 
includes, but is not limited to; street construction and repair, water, sewer, and storm 
system construction and repair, utility connections and repair, landscaping, sidewalk, 
curbing and driveway construction and repair. The excavating Contractor must have a 
current City of Whitefish business license, proof of insurance, and have the required bond 
on file with the City Clerk's office. The Permit may contain such restrictions as are 
determined by the Public Works Department, including a deadline for restoration of 
public facilities. 

All steel tracked equipment operating within a public street right-of-way shall be fitted 
with triple grouser street pads. The Contractor shall be responsible for damages to City 
infrastructure within the public street right-of-way and shall at its own expense, make any 
necessary infrastructure repairs. 

Demolition Containers/Dumpsters. Right-of-way permits for temporary construction or 
demolition containers/dumpsters will allow them to remain on City property for a 
maximum of five (5) calendar days. Construction or demolition containers/dumpsters are 
not allowed to be placed on City streets at anytime between November 1 st and March 
15th. They are allowed to be placed on City streets for five (5) calendar days between 
March 1 5th and November 1st. The Permit will not be issued until all insurance and 
bonding requirements have been met. 

Emergencies. In an emergency which requires repairs to be made immediately, the 
Contractor may excavate and complete the repairs without first having obtained a Permit. 
Prior to beginning work at the site during normal working hours, the Contractor shall 
notify the Public Works Department at 863-2456. Prior to beginning work after hours, 
the Contractor shall notify police dispatch at 863-2420. In either case, the Contractor 
shall describe the circumstances and provide the location of the emergency repairs. The 
Contractor shall obtain the Permit no later than the next scheduled City work day. 

Potential Hazards Require Permits. Also included are any other uses of the public right
of-way where there is a possibility of creating a hazard. Examples of hazards are 
scaffolding, storage of materials or equipment, crane and equipment operations, 
demolition, sandblasting and painting operations, temporary construction or demolition 
dumpster placement, and any other use deemed a hazard by the Public Works 
Department. All construction hazards that are placed in the City right-of-way require a 
right-of-way permit. 
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1.9 Excavation of Material within the Existing Public Right-of-Way. 

All material unsuitable for trench backfill, sub-base, or base course, excavated from the 
developed public right-of-way or easement, shall be removed from the site and disposed 
of by the Contractor. The disposal site shall meet regulatory provisions for disposal of 
the unsuitable excavated material. Unsuitable excavated material shall not be stockpiled 
on-site. Excavated material shall be confined to the work zone as established during the 
preconstruction conference or as shown in the contract documents. 

With prior approval of the Public Works Department and project Design Engineer, on
site excavated soil may be used to backfill utility trenches. For further details see 
Standard Detail 19d - Note 10. 

1 . 1 0  Traffic and Pedestrian Control. 

• A Traffic and Pedestrian Control Plan shall be submitted and approved by the 
Public Works Department, at least forty-eight (48) hours prior to the commencing 
of an excavation. The Contractor must also notify the City Police and Fire 
Departments at least forty-eight ( 48) hours prior to any street or alley closure. A 
news release to the news media is also required at least two (2) business days 
prior to the beginning of any construction activity that requires road or lane 
closures. 

• All traffic control devices used must meet the most current Manual on Uniform 
Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD), Montana Public Works Standard 
Specifications, and the City of Whitefish Engineering Standards. 

• The location and description of all Traffic and Pedestrian Control Devices shall be 
shown on the plan. All signs, except "Stop" signs, shall comply with the 
MUTCD for size, type, placement, material, and reflectivity. "Stop" signs shall 
be 30". The plan must be approved prior to beginning construction. If the 
required devices are not in place, the Contractor will not be allowed to begin work 
on the project. All devices shall be kept in place and maintained in good visible 
condition throughout the project. The Public Works Department reserves the 
right to reject any device observed to be in substandard condition. Emergency 
access to, and through the work area shall be maintained at all times. 

• All barricades and obstructions shall be protected at night by suitable signal lights 
which shall be kept illuminated from sunset to sunrise. Barricades shall be of 
substantial construction and shall be constructed to increase their visibility at 
night. Suitable warning signs shall be placed and illuminated at night to show in 
advance where construction, barricades, or detours exist. 

• If flagging is required, it shall be accomplished by competent and properly 
equipped flag persons. Flagging shall be accomplished as described in the 
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Montana Department of Transportation Flagger's Handbook and the MUTCD. 

• All traffic control devices must be in place prior to the commencement of the 
excavation and left intact until the street is reopened to the general public. 

• The Contractor shall remove all traffic and pedestrian control devices within 24 
hours of the conclusion of the project construction. 

• If the Contractor fails to maintain the Traffic and Pedestrian Control Devices in 
accordance with the approved plan, the City will correct the deficiency and all 
labor, equipment, material, and administrative costs will be billed to and paid by 
the Contractor. 

1 . 1 1  Pavement Restoration. 

The Contractor signing the Public Right-of-Way Permit shall be responsible for 
pavement replacement. 

• Pavement must be cut with a saw or pneumatic asphalt breaker prior to 
excavating. The trench will be cut along a neat vertical line a minimum of 12" 
from each edge of the trench opening. (For example: If the excavator bucket 
width is 2', then the width of the asphalt cut must be a minimum of 4', with the 
excavation centered between the two cuts.) 

• If any adjacent longitudinal or transverse joints or cracks are less than 3' from the 
cut lines, the pavement will be removed and replaced to that joint or crack. 

• Additional asphalt cuts will be required if the cut edges or adjoining sections of 
asphalt are disturbed during excavation. 

• All permanent paving must be completed within seven (7) working days after 
cutting the pavement. 

• Trench edges must be cleaned and a tack coat (SS-1, SS-1h or approval equal) 
applied before placing asphalt. 

• Do not place asphalt hot-mix when the air temperature is less than 40 degrees 
Fahrenheit and rising. Do not place asphalt upon a surface which is frozen or that 
has a temperature less than 32 degrees. Paving is not allowed during rainfall or if 
standing water is encountered. 

• Pavement replacement: A minimum of four (4) inches of Hot-Mix asphalt (PG 
64-34) placed in two (2) properly compacted lifts. In no case will the new 
replacement be less than the existing section. Compaction testing may be 
required by the City at the Contractor's expense. 
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• Temporary paving with a "winter" mix asphalt such as UPM or QPR is allowed 
only when Hot-Mix asphalt is not available; a three (3) inch minimum thickness is 
required. The road cut may also be temporarily repaired with a minimum of four 
(4) inches of Portland cement concrete. The temporary repair shall be maintained 
by the Contractor for safe winter usage. The permanent restoration shall be made 
as soon as the ground is thawed in the spring, or as directed by the Public Works 
Department. 

• Crack sealing of all asphalt joints may be required. 

• All excavations within 36" of the edge of the asphalt shall require removal and 
replacement from the edge of asphalt to the excavation edge. Asphalt patch areas 
that fall within the wheel path of the vehicular travel lane shall be increased in 
size to the center of the lane or adj acent lane. In no circumstance will the edge of 
a patch area be allowed to fall within the wheel path. 

• Any damage to the existing asphalt surface caused by the Contractor's operations 
shall be repaired at the expense of the Contractor, including but not limited to 
gouges, scrapes, outrigger marks, backhoe bucket marks, etc. A slurry seal type 
covering will be considered the minimum repair. The Contractor shall be 
responsible for maintaining the area in a smooth and drivable condition until the 
permanent pavement is placed. 

• If the Contractor fails to restore the pavement within seven (7) working days of an 
asphalt cut, or fails to maintain the trench or area as required, the City (or a 
paving contractor hired by the City) will complete the restoration or maintenance, 
and all labor, equipment, material and administrative costs shall be borne by the 
Contractor. 

• Contractors that cut into City streets with geotextile fabric will be required to 
over-excavate the trench to provide a minimum 2' -0" overlap with existing fabric. 
Detailed requirements for the cutting and overlapping of existing geotextile fabric 
are included in the PVC Trench Bedding and Backfill drawing SD- 1 9a. 

1 .12 Liability Insurance and Bonding. 

Liability Insurance for Work within Existing Public Right-Of-Way and/or Easement. 
The Contractor shall procure and maintain during the construction period, at the 
Contractor 's  expense, Contractor's Liability Insurance in accordance with the 
Supplementary Conditions to the General Conditions of the Montana Public Works 
Standard Specifications. 

All construction work within the public right-of-way or easement (sidewalk and curb 
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construction, storm drainage and sanitary sewer service line installation, repair, etc .) will 
require the Property Owner/Contractor to provide the City with a Performance Bond. 
The bond shall be equal to the constructed value of the project and shall remain in force 
for one year. Contractors furnishing the City with an annual bond of $5,000 will not be 
required to furnish additional bonding if the $5 ,000 bond meets the requirements of these 
standards. 

Bonds may be in the form of a Surety Bond, a Certificate of Deposit (CD), a Certified 
Check, or an irrevocab le  Letter of Credit issued by a bank licensed to do business in the 
state of Montana. 

1 . 1 3  Dust and Pollution Controls. 

The Contractor shall be responsible to maintain the construction site and all haul routes in 
accordance with the current requirements of the City of Whitefish Air Pollution Control 
Program. If the Contractor fails to meet these requirements, City forces may perform the 
work or have the work done and the Contractor shall reimburse the City for labor, 
equipment, materials, and administrative costs. In some cases a stop of work order shall 
be enforced until clean up of City Streets has occurred. 

1 .1 4  Construction Hour Limits. 

In accordance with the City' s "Disturbing the Peace" ordinance, no construction activity 
is allowed within the City from 7 :00 p.m. to 7 :00 a.m. 

1 . 1 5  Construction Permits. 

A. Building Permit (Planning & Building Department). 
A Building Permit is required for construction work including alteration, repairs, 
and demolition. 

B .  Public Right-of-Way Permit (Public Works Department) . 
A Right-of-Way Permit is required for any work within the right-of-way. Such 
work may include utilities work, lane closures, driveways, curbs, and sidewalks. 
The current Right-of-Way Permit fee is $25 .00.  Fees may be increased by the 
City Council. The right-of-way permit application is included in Appendix C and 
is available at the City' s website http://www.whitefish.govoffice.com/. 

C. Service Line Permit (Public Works Department). 
A Service Line Permit is required to be filled out by a Montana State Licensed 
Plumber for installation or alteration of a water or sewer service line. The permit 
application is available at the City's website http://www.whitefish.govoffice.com/. 
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1 .16 Critical Areas Checklist. 

In accordance with Critical Areas Ordinance 08-25 ,  or any successor ordinance, prior to 
receiving a building permit property owners must submit a Critical Area Checklist to the 
Whitefish Planning and Building Department. The checklist addresses the presence of 
streams, lakes, critical stormwater conveyance, wetlands, steep slopes or areas with 
potentially high groundwater on the property. The Critical Areas Checklist is available at 
the City's website http://www.whitefish.govoffice.com/. There is no fee charged for submittal 
and review of the Critical Areas Checklist. 

1 . 1 7  Geotechnical Site Characterization. 

A geotechnical site characterization (GSC) is required to demonstrate suitability for 
stormwater disposal and to determine sub-level structure construction feasibility in 
potentially high groundwater areas. A qualified geotechnical engineer (a professional 
engineer currently licensed in the State of Montana with geotechnical engineering as a 
specialty) is required to perform the GSC. Hydrogeologists, civil engineers and 
engineering geologists may prepare sections of the geotechnical s ite characterization 
study, excluding structural, foundation and pavement design. The study shall be 
performed in accordance with the criteria specified in Section 6. 

Applicability 
The scope and geographic extent of the investigation may vary depending on the general 
location and setting of the site, the characteristics of the target soil deposits, and whether 
there are known or anticipated drainage problems in the vicinity of the site. 

A GSC is required for: 
• Projects proposing infiltration (infiltration facilities, detention facilities receiving 

credit for pond bottom infiltration, etc.) ;  
• Projects located within or draining to a problem drainage area, as recognized by the 

City Engineer, or within an area mapped by the City as having the potential for high 
groundwater. 

This Section does not apply to the construction of single family homes or duplexes unless 
the project's stormwater design includes an infiltration system and the project creates 
greater than 5 ,000 square feet of new impervious area. 

1 .18 Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP). 

Construction activity which results in the "disturbance" of equal to or greater than one 
acre of total land area will need to obtain a Storm Water Discharge Permit. The Storm 
Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) must be approved by the Montana Department 
of Environmental Quality prior to the pre-construction meeting. 
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1.19 Municipal Facilities Exclusion Certification (MFE). 

Municipal Facilities Exclusion Certification may be required by the Montana Department 
of Environmental Quality as part of their review process. In cases where utilities are 
available to lots or subdivision's utility plans have been approved by the City, a MFE 
may be submitted to the City for certification of the availability of municipal services. 

If water or sewer services have not yet been stubbed out to individual lots from the main 
lines, then the following note must be included on the preliminary and final plats: "Water 
and sewer services have not been stubbed out to individual lots from the main lines and 
are the responsibility of the lot owner at the time that service is required." This statement 
is not required if the application is part of an engineered plan review. 

As part of the MFE application, a site plan must be provided showing details of existing 
and proposed water and sewer services. Recorded easements must be provided for 
services that cross other lots. If the MFE certification relates to a civil engineering plan 
set then the recorded easements shall be submitted along with final construction plans. 

1 .20 Latecomers Agreement. 

The City has a latecomer's  reimbursement policy for the following infrastructure 
improvements: water and sewer mains and related facilities, sidewalks, pedestrian and 
bicycle paths, storm drainage facilities, streets, street lighting, and associated curbs and 
gutters. Any person who constructs such infrastructure improvements at the direction of 
the City, in excess of  that which is required to meet minimum standards or extends 
beyond the minimum requirement for improvement and will benefit properties abutting 
the new main, may, with the approval of the City, enter into a contract with the City 
which will allow the Developer to be reimbursed for that portion of the construction cost 
that benefits the adjoining properties and/or is in excess of the minimum standard. This 
contract is commonly termed a "Latecomers Agreement". The City's Latecomers 
Agreement form is included in Appendix F. Cost apportionment for a Latecomers 
Agreement must be submitted for review and approval prior to plan approval to be 
considered. 

The Developer is responsible for initiating, executing, and, after City approval, filing the 
Latecomers Agreement and providing the City with a copy of the recorded agreement. 
The Agreement shall include a list of those properties which will benefit from the 
extension, the length of the Agreement, a map outlining and designating properties, legal 
descriptions as required by the City, and backup data supporting the costs submitted. The 
City will exercise its best good faith efforts to collect the latecomers fee from persons 
wanting to connect to the utility extension or street improvement and subsequently see 
that the Developer receives payment. The Latecomers Agreement application must be 
submitted within 90 days of acceptance of the project by the Public Works Department. 
Acceptance of the project may occur once the design Engineer has certified to the City 
that the facilities are complete and installed in substantial compliance with the approved 
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plans and specifications. 

1 .2 1  Stop Work Order. 

A written Stop Work Order may be issued by the City Engineer or his designate if the 
work in progress does not meet the Engineering Standards for the City of Whitefish, 
Montana, or for any other valid reason. Work may resume only after the Stop Work 
Order has been rescinded by the City Engineer. 

1 .22 Cleanup. 

The Contractor shall clean the construction site of all debris, construction materials, etc. ,  
immediately upon completion of the project. If the Contractor fails to clean the 
construction site, the City will complete the cleanup or hire a private contractor to 
complete the cleanup and the cost, including administrative costs, shall be borne by the 
Contractor. Site cleanup is required at the end of any working day (this includes daily 
street sweeping, as needed 

1 .23 Call Before You Dig. 

A One-Call System (UDIG) utility locate request must be fulfilled prior to beginning any 
excavation within the City of Whitefish. Two working days advance notification is 
required and will be enforced. The utilities UDIG One-Call system phone number is 
755-8344. The contractor will mark the proposed excavation site with white paint and/or 
white marking flags in accordance with MW AIUULC standards. 

1 .24 Enforcement and Penalties. 

Any enforcement action for violation of these Standards, except costs assessed under 
provision of these Standards, shall follow the procedure outlined in Section 1 -4- 1 of the 
Whitefish City Code as it currently exists or is, hereafter, amended. 

1 .25 Utility Easement Location. 

No underground utilities shall be placed in the boulevard between the back of curb and 
sidewalk, underground utilities (other than sewer, water, storm sewer, and street lighting) 
shall be located in a 1 0-feet utility easement. There shall be reserved along the front lot 
line and side street lot line of each residential lot a ten foot (1 0 ' )  wide utility easement 
along, contiguous and adjacent to the lot line to provide an area between the sidewalk and 
easement line for the placement of privately owner underground utilities, including 
power, phone, gas, cable, etc. No private utilities shall be located in water or sewer 
trenches. With prior approval of the Public Works Director, the utility easement location 
may allow for variation on steep terrain. 

All underground electrical, gas, phone, and TV cable lines must maintain a minimum of 
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five (5) feet of undisturbed soil (horizontally) from water or sewer utility trenches. If 
approval is obtained in advance from both the appropriate utility companies and the 
public works director, electric, phone and cable facilities may be placed under the 
sidewalk. In this case a five foot wide utility easement would be required along the front 
lot line for the installation of natural gas lines. 

Utility lines shall be designed by a licensed professional engineer or by the utility firms 
in cooperation with the subdivider. All applicable laws, rules and regulations of 
appropriate regulatory authority having juri sdiction over such facilities shall be observed. 
Location of all proposed utilities must be shown on the construction plans that are 
reviewed and approved by the Public Works Department. 
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