
WHITEFISH LOCAL GOVERNMENT STUDY COMMISSION 
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER 

WEDNESDAY AUGUST 19, 2015, 7:00 P.M. 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Ken called the meeting to order. Members present were Rebecca Norton, Turner Askew and Vanice 
Woodbeck, secretary. In the audience were Chris Hyatt and Rhonda Fitzgerald. 
 
REVIEW THE ALTERNATIONS TO THE CITY CHARTER 
Ken explained the process the study commission has done up to this point. Vanice Woodbeck read the 
changes the study commission is proposing for the ballot. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Rhonda Fitzgerald, 412 Lupfer Avenue, asked why they thought they needed an ombudsman and they 
also need to make it very clear that this person will be paid. Rhonda said she opposes this idea as we 
have a small population and does not feel we need another layer for people to go to the council. Ken 
said some people have said they do not feel comfortable talking in front of the council or being on TV 
and this would be another option for people to use. Rhonda would also like the word ombudsman 
changed to ombudsperson. 
 
Chris Hyatt, 611 Somers Avenue and Chamber of Commerce, agrees that we could use an 
ombudsperson (citizens advocate) but they should not be a city employee. Chris also asked how they 
would make a difference. Ken said it would be somebody that would not be taking sides; they could help 
track any complaints and make sure that they are all answered. Chris also asked what happened to 
bringing wards back. Ken said they did have some say they wanted wards back but the percentage was 
very small and they ran out of time to be prepared for the ballot as a lot of prep work needs to be done 
for the process. 
 
DISCUSSION ON PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
AJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 
 
WORKSESSION: DELIBERATIONS WITH LOCAL STUDY COMMISSION 
Ken made a motion, seconded by Turner, to approve the language provided in the 1st paragraph. 
Rebecca felt it was two simple. The motion passed on a 2 to 1 vote with Rebecca voting in opposition. 
 
Turner made a motion, seconded by Ken, to approve the ombudsperson. Rebecca asked if they were 
going to address the council being paid. Ken and Turner said not at this time. The motion passed with 
Rebecca abstaining.  
 
The next meeting was set up for September 16, 2015 at 4:00 p.m. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m. 


