
1) CALL TO ORDER 

WHITEFISH CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
January 5, 2015 

7:10P.M. 

Mayor Muhlfeld called the meeting to order. Councilors present were Barberis, Frandsen, 
Anderson, Hildner, and Sweeney. Councilor Feury was absent. City Staff present were City Manager 
Stearns, City Clerk Lorang, City Attorney VanBuskirk, Planning and Building Director Taylor, Public 
Works Director Wilson, Parks and Recreation Director Butts, Interim Fire Chief Page, Police Chief Dial 
and Planner II Minnich. Approximately 1 0 people were in the audience. 

2) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Mayor Muhlfeld asked Joe Coco to lead the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

3) PRESENTATION - Whitefish Community Center (formerly Golden Agers) facility and 
program update - Chuck Wilhoit 

Cancelled at Mr. Wilhoit's request due to inclement weather. 

4} COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC - (This time is set aside for the public to comment on items that are either on 
the agenda, but not a public hearing or on items not on the agenda. City officials do not respond during these comments, but may respond or follow
up later on the agenda or at another time. The Mayor has the option of limiting such communications to three minutes depending on the number of 
citizens who want to comment and the length of the meeting agenda) 

Nathan Kosted, 480 White Basin Road, invited all to attend the Martin Luther King Day 
celebration on Monday, Jal!uary 19, 2015 at the Whitefish Performing Arts Center at 7:00 p.m. He said 
a similar event will be held the next day in Kalispell. 

5) COMMUNICATIONS FROM VOLUNTEER BOARDS 

Councilor Hildner reported he attended the Pedestrian and Bicycle Path Advisory Committee this 
morning where they reviewed 2014 projects completed and projects to be done in 2015. Their next 
meeting is the first Monday morning in February to continue those discussions. 

Councilor Frandsen said the Whitefish Lake Commercial Use Working Group has been formed 
and their first meeting will be January 8, 2015 plus a second one later in the month. She will hope to 
have a report for the Council in February. 

6} CONSENT AGENDA (The consent agenda is a means of expediting routine matters that require the Council's action. Debate does not 
typically occur on consent agenda items. Any member of the Council may remove any item for debate. Such items will typically be debated and 
acted upon prior to proceeding to the rest of the agenda. Ordinances require 4 votes for passage- Section 1-6-2 (E)(3) WCC) 

a) Minutes from the December 1, 2014 Council special session (p. 52) 
b) Minutes from the December 1, 2014 Council regular session (p. 53) 

c) Ordinance No. 14-20; An Ordinance providing that Title 4, Chapter 2, Section 4(A), and 
Title 12, Chapter 4, Section 21(D) of the Whitefish City Code, regarding the City-wide 
preventative measures to avoid problems with animals be amended (Second Reading) 

(p. 66) 
d) Ordinance No. 14-21; An Ordinance amending Zoning Regulations in Whitefish City Code 

Title 11, and adopting zone text amendments to the City's Architectural Review Standards, 
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which are a portion of the City's Zoning Jurisdiction Regulations, to remove references to 

the former Extraterritorial Planning Jurisdiction (Second Reading) (p. 69) 
e) Ordinance No. 14-22; An Ordinance amending Subdivision Regulations in Whitefish City 

Code Title 12 to remove references to the former Extraterritorial Planning Jurisdiction 
and other housekeeping items (Second Reading) (p. 79) 

f) Ordinance No. 15-_; An Ordinance amending Whitefish City Code Title 2, Chapter 3, 
and Title 11, Chapter 7, as it pertains to members of the Board of Adjustment to remove 
residence in the extraterritorial jurisdiction as a requirement, and reduce the size of the 

Board from seven (7) to five (5) members (First Reading) (p. 85) 
g) Consideration of an application from Sands Surveying, Inc. on behalf of Hilltop Partners, 

LLC for approval of the final plat and Subdivision Improvement Agreement for Great 
Northern Heights Phase 3 subdivision (p. 90) 

h) Consideration of an application from Sands Surveying, Inc. on behalf of Robert W. Pero 
for approval of the final plat and Subdivision Improvement Agreement for Great 
Northern Heights Phase 3A subdivision (p. 146) 

Councilor Hildner make a motion, second by Councilor Sweeney, to remove item f) 
Ordinance No. 15-_; An Ordinance amending Whitefish City Code Title 2, Chapter 3, and Title 

11, Chapter 7, as it pertains to members of the Board of Adjustment to remove residence in the 
extraterritorial jurisdiction as a requirement, and reduce the size of the Board from seven (7) to 
five (5) members (First Reading) (p. 85) from the Consent Agenda. Councilor Hildner said the 
packet contained a staff report recommending against reducing the size of the Board to five ( 5) 
members; and the Council received a letter tonight from former Board member Don Spivey also 
recommending against the reduction in members. The motion passed unanimously. 

Councilor Anderson made a motion, second by Councilor Sweeney, to approve the Consent 

Agenda as amended. The motion passes unanimously. 

7) PUBLIC HEARINGS (Items will be considered for action after public hearings) (Resolution No. 07-33 establishes a 30 minute time limit 
for applicant's land use presentations. Ordinances require 4 votes for passage- Section 1-6-2 (E)(3) WCC)) 

a) Ordinance No. 15-01; An Ordinance rezoning approximately 0.17 acres of land located at 
1016 Park Avenue, in Section 31, Township 31 North, Range 21 West, Whitefish, Montana, 
from County R-4 (Two-Family Residential) to City WR-2 (Two-Family Residential 
District) and adopting Findings with respect to such rezone (First Reading) (p. 196) (CD-
07:24) 

Planner II Minnich gave the staff report WZC 14-09. This property was recently annexed, 
requiring the property to have Whitefish zoning to replace the County Zoning. 

Mayor Muhlfeld opened the public hearing. There being no public comment, Mayor Muhlfeld 
closed the public hearing and turned the matter over to the Council for their consideration. 

Councilor Anderson made a motion, second by Councilor Frandsen, to approved 
Ordinance No. 15-01; An Ordinance rezoning approximately 0.17 acres of land located at 1016 

Park Avenue, in Section 31, Township 31 North, Range 21 West, Whitefish, Montana, from 
County R-4 (Two-Family Residential) to City WR-2 (Two-Family Residential District) and 
adopting Findings with respect to such rezone (First Reading), as presented by staff. The motion 

passed unanimously. 

2 



WHITEFISH CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
January 5, 2015 

b) Consideration of an application from Stephanie Elm for a Conditional Use Permit for a 
health club with retail in an existing building at 237 Baker Avenue (p. 227) (CD 10:33) 

Planner Minnich gave the staff report WCUP 14-10. The proposed use complies with the 
Growth Policy Designation of Core Commercial as a membership based health club with additional 
dedicated retail space; and is in compliance with the existing WB-3 zoning. Business hours are 
primarily 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM, with a 24-hour keypad entry system available to specific memberships. 
The proposed health club currently has a business at the Mountain Mall with the same format. The site 
plan that is included in the packet on page 244 has been updated and she handed copies of the new site 
plan out to the Council, saying it is dated December 18, 2014 and would be the effective site plan upon 
Council Approval of this agenda item tonight. Staff and the Planning Board recommend approval 
subject to five conditions. Planner Minnich said findings included that no landscaping was required in 
this zone when construction is developed to the zero lot line. City Manager Steams said by looking at 
the photo on page 237 in the packet, it doesn't appear that the building is currently built to the lot lines; 
and discussion followed. 

Mayor Muhlfeld opened the public hearing. There being no public comment, Mayor Muhlfeld 
closed the public hearing and turned the matter over to the Council for their consideration. 

Councilor Anderson made a motion, second by Councilor Sweeney, to approve the 
application from Stephanie Elm for a Conditional Use Permit for a health club with retail in an 
existing building at 237 Baker Avenue as presented by staff. Councilor Anderson said the intent of 
his motion is that if it turns out the building is not currently developed to the zero lot line, then the 
business will have to comply with the Landscaping Requirements as set out in the Zoning Regulations. 
The motion passed unanimously. 

8) COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY MANAGER (CD 3 0: 03) 
a) Written report enclosed with the packet. Questions from Mayor or Council? (p. 253) -

None. 
b) Other items arising between December 3Pt and January 5th 

Manager Steams said there have been some emailed discussions between the County and the 
three cities, regarding holding another election on the 911 District; which failed by about 11 votes in the 
last election. It has been suggested that County and City officials meet to discuss this and the dates 
suggested for that meeting is either January 2 pt or 28th in the evening. He asked if any of the Council 
would be interested or could make either of those evenings. Council agreed to check their schedules and 
get back to Manager Steams. 

c) Resolution No. 15-01; A Resolution approving a five-year extension of the lease between the 
City of Whitefish and the Whitefish Community Center, Inc., fka the Whitefish Golden 

Agers (p. 266) 

Manager Steams reported from his staff report that since 197 6 the City of Whitefish has had an 

interlocal agreement (IA) with Flathead County regarding the Whitefish Community Center; the city 
owns the land, the county built the building and the county leases the building to the senior organization. 
A lease between the city and the senior organization has never been found, so pursuant to the IA, the 
city and members of the senior organization have been working together on the lease that is being 
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brought forward to the Council tonight. There was some discussion between Council and Staff for 
clarification. 

Councilor Anderson made a motion, second by Councilor Sweeney, to approve Resolution 

No. 15-01; A Resolution approving a five-year extension of the lease between the City of Whitefish 
and the Whitefish Community Center, Inc., fka the Whitefish Golden Agers, as presented by staff. 

The motion passed unanimously. 

9) COMMUNICATIONS FROM MAYOR AND CITY COUNCILORS (CD 37: 04) 
a) Letter from Cari Elden regarding future City Hall design (p. 277) No further comments. 
b) Mayoral appointment of Jim Laidlaw as Flathead County designee to Whitefish Planning 

Board as extra-territorial pursuant to Ordinance No. 14-08 (p. 278) 

Mayor Muhlfeld appointed Jim Laidlaw to the Planning Board, the designee of the 

Flathead County Board of Commissioners. 

c) Consideration of postponing public hearing on January 20, 2015 for Whitefish Crossing 
until after the Board of Adjustment meets (p. 283) 

Manager Stearns explained the Board of Adjustment meets January 2P1 to consider the appeal 
regarding blended uses and density for Planned Unit Developments. The Council approved an earlier 
motion setting January 20, 2015 for the public hearing for Whitefish Crossing; so if the Council wishes 
to have the additional input from the Board of Adjustment decision, the public hearing could be 
rescheduled until after their meeting. 

Councilor Hildner made a motion, second by Councilor Anderson, to hold the public 
hearing after the meeting of the Board of Adjustment. 

Councilor Sweeney requested it be rescheduled at the next Council meeting immediately 
following the Board of Adjustment's meeting. 

The motion passed unanimously. 

d) Appointment of Ex-Officio member to Local Government Study Commission (p. 284) 

Manager Stearns explained that state law provides for an ex-officio nonvoting member to the 
Local Government Study Commission (Commission). As background, Manager Steams said for the last 
Commission ten years ago, City Manager Marks was the appointed ex-officio member and Assistant 
City Clerk Vanice Woodbeck served as secretary for the Commission. For the current Commission, 
Assistant City Clerk Woodbeck has been serving as secretary, and she has indicated to Manager Stearns 
that she would be interested in continuing as secretary and also as the appointed ex-officio member. 
Manager Steams said other alternatives would be any of the elected officials, himself, or the City 
Attorney. 

Councilor Frandsen made a motion, second by Councilor Barberis, to appoint Assistant 
City Clerk Woodbeck as the ex-officio member to the Commission. The motion passed 
unanimously. Mayor Muhlfeld thanked V anice for volunteering to take on this position. 
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e) Letter from Whitefish County Water District regarding funding assistance to complete 
Preliminary Engineering Report for Lazy Bay neighborhood septic leachate and treatment 

options (p. 285) 

The Council had a short discussion on this request and it was noted the request does not include a 
dollar amount. At request from the Council, staff will request additional information and place the letter 
again on the next Council Agenda. 

f) Letters, emails, and telephone calls received regarding consideration of adopting a Non
Discrimination Ordinance (p. 286) 

Councilor Hildner said there is public interest in an NDO, and the Council has stated their 
interest in the issue with their resent passage of a resolution; therefore, he would like to have an NDO on 
a future agenda for the Council's consideration as early as the 2nd quarter of this year if possible. 
Councilor Sweeney said he endorses Councilor Hildner's comments. Mayor Muhlfeld said he had made 
a comment earlier, (in November or December) and he repeated it tonight and asked if that was okay 
with Councilor Hildner. His comment was that he would like City Attorney VanBuskirk to research 
alternatives to an ordinance. Councilor Hildner said he felt that was consistent with his request. No 
further comments. 

g) Consideration of appointing a City Council member as a temporary member of the Board 

of Adjustment to fill current vacancies 

Planning and Building Directory Taylor said two are needed; those vacancies will be advertised 
for new members. Councilors Frandsen and Barberis volunteered. 

Councilor Sweeney made a motion, second by Councilor Anderson, to appoint Councilor 
Frandsen and Councilor Barberis to serve as temporary members to the Board of Adjustment to 
fill vacancies to insure a quorum for meetings. The motion passed unanimously. 

Other Council Comments: 

Councilor Sweeney said he had received phone calls from citizens concerned about piles of 
plowed snow that are high at intersections and blocking views at the comers. Public Works Director 
Wilson said he would look into it. 

City Clerk Lorang notified the Council that the annual Disclosure Forms will be distributed and 
are due back to the City Clerk's Office by the end of the month. 

10) ADJOURNMENT (Resolution 08-10 establishes 11:00 p.m. as end of meeting unless extended to 11:30 by majority) (CD 49:45) 

Mayor Muhlfeld wished everyone a Happy New Year and adjourned the meeting at 8:07 

p.m. 

5 



Please return to Necile 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

PLEASE SIGN IN TO SPEAK ON A SPECIFIC PUBLIC HEARING 1/5/15 

PLEASE PRINT NAME and ADDRESS 

1. 

��.,$hM I 2. 
----

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

An Ordinance Rezoning 1016 Park Avenue 

from County R-4 to City WR-2 
Application for Conditional Use Permit 

Health Club with Retail at 237 Baker Avenue 


