
WHITEFISH CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
November 3,2014 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

7:10 P.M. 

Mayor Muhlfeld called the meeting to order. Councilors present were Frandsen, Anderson, 
Hildner and Feury. City Staff present were City Manager Stearns, Assistant City Clerk Woodbeck, City 
Attorney VanBuskirk, Finance Director Smith, Planning and Building Director Taylor, Public Works 
Director Wilson, Parks and Recreation Director Butts and Interim Fire Chief Page. Approximately 50 
people were in the audience. 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Mayor Muhlfeld asked Jeff Raper to lead the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

3. COMMUNICATION FROM THE PUBLlC- (This time is set aside for the public to comment on items that are 

either on the agenda, but not a public hearing or on items not on the agenda. City officials do not respond during these comments, 
but may respond or follow-up later on the agenda or at another time. The Mayor has the option of limiting such communications to 
three minutes depending on the number of citizens who want to comment and the length of the meeting agenda) (CD 00:50) 

Turner Askew, 3 Ridgecrest Court, said when he was on the council and they started talking 
about a new City Hall the cost was at 6 million now they are saying around 14.7 million which is way too 
high. Turner feels that a surface parking lot is less expensive. Mayor Muhlfeld pointed out that the 14. 7 
million was not just City Hall it is for City Hall and a Parking Structure. 

Michael Jamison, wanted to thank Councilor Anderson and City Manager Stearns for the 
assistance on a project regarding the Whitefish Face which is the mountain area east towards Haskill and 
west past Taylor Creek. The committee is called Whitefish Range Partnership and they have taken on the 
task of working on all of Whitefish's backyard from Big Mountain to the Canadian border. He is here to 
ask for the councilor's endorsement on all of the community work that has been done. They have been 
involved in the public land planning of this area and working with different groups. 

Bob Brown would also like the council to endorse and support this letter as it is quite impressive 
that all the user groups could get together and come to a decision. This is a plan for the area on the uses 
that will be presented to the Forest Service. It recommends for more wilderness and timber sales. 

Amy Robinson, works for Montana Wilderness Association and also on the committee. They have 
covered 10 different topics and they have 100% recommendation on this letter of support. The letter will 
go to the Forest Service with hope they will also endorse it. 

Chase Cartwright also supports the letter of endorsement to the Forest Service. The committee 
has worked hard on water protection and the equal use of the land. 

Councilor Frandsen asked Michael Jamison what the process would be from the Forest Service 
after receiving this plan. They are collecting community input and data at this time then they will present a 
draft plan. About 8 months later they would be putting together a final plan. 

Allen Connor, 5036 Tumblehome Avenue, has two issues he would like to address tonight. The 
first being the speeding through their neighborhood and tney would like speed bumps and speed limit 
signs put up. The second issue is the letter that came out with the water bills on the animal resistant 
containers. He does support the Ordinance but does not like the word misdemeanor. Allen said 
misdemeanors do go on your record and feels this is a little much for not putting out or taking in your 
garbage can. This could really effect someone's record and also prevent someone from coming across 
the border. 
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4. COMMUNICATIONS FROM VOLUNTEER BOARDS (CD 22:55) 
Jan Metzmaker, 915 Dakota Avenue, on the Weed Committee would like to support item 7 a 

which would put the committees under the Parks Board. 

Ron Brunk, 130 4th Street, on the Park Board also supports item 7 a. 

Greg Eskoff, 810 Dakota Ave, is the chair on the Ice Rink Advisory Committee also supports item 
7 a. 

Councilor Hildner is on the Bike/Pedestrian Committee said they also support item 7 a. The Skye 
Park Bridge is still being worked out. The stairways are moving along. The Downtown Master Plan will 
have a phone meeting with Crandall Arambula on December 1 at 9:30 a.m. 

a) Consideration of recommendation from Future City Hall Steering Committee regarding 
progressing to schematic design phase using Scheme 1.5. 

Ian Collins representing the Future City Hall Steering Committee said the committee met on 
October 15, 2014 and with a vote of 9 to 1 to recommend to City Council Scheme 1.5 design. Councilor 
Frandsen has some concerns on the elevations. Mayor Muhlfeld moved item 4 a to discuss with item 9 e. 

b) Presentation of Impact Fee Annual Report and recommendation from the Impact Fee 
Advisory Committee to approve the Annual Report. 

Finance Director Smith went through the Annual Report. Director Smith said this is information for 
FY14 and they are doing well as there is an increase in construction. They have started using funds in 
wastewater and in FY15 they have started using the water fund. They would like to use the Paved Trails 
funds for some of the parks projects. Mayor Muhlfeld said Finance Director Smith report was very 
thorough and understanding. 

Councilor Anderson made a motion, seconded by Councilor Hildner, to approve the 
Impact Fee Annual Report. The motion passed unanimously. 

5. CONSENT AGENDA (The consent agenda is a means of expediting routine matters that require the Council's 

action. Debate does not typically occur on consent agenda items. Any member of the Council may remove any item for debate. 
Such items will typically be debated and acted upon prior to proceeding to the rest of the agenda. Ordinances require 4 votes for 

passage-Section 1-6-2 €(3) wce) (CD 40:04) 
a) Minutes from the October 20,2014 Council special session. 
b) Minutes from the October 20, 2014 Council regular session. 

Councilor Feury made a motion, seconded by Councilor Anderson, to approve the 
Consent Agenda. The motion passed unanimously. 

6. PUBLIC HEARING (CD 40:29) 
a) Consideration of approving an application from Graham Hart on behalf of Bonsai 

Brewing Project LLC for a Conditional Use Permit for a micro-brewery and tasting 
room in an existing building at 549 Wisconsin Avenue. 

Senior Planner Compton-Ring gave the staff report. Compton-Ring said the Planning Board met 
on October 16, 2014 and they unanimously recommended approval with ten (10) conditions and adopt 
the staff report as findings of fact. The Planning Board amended condition #2 to include 'no parking' 
signage along all of Denver Street, on both sides, between Wisconsin Avenue and Colorado Avenue. The 
staff recommends striking the last sentence of condition #2 to read "All existing and proposed parking 
shall be paved. No gravel parking shall be permitted. No parking shall be permitted with the Denver Street 
right-of-way adjacent to the applicant's property." 

Mayor Muhlfeld opened the public hearing. 
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Graham Hart, 123 Kalispell Avenue, owner of Bonsai Brewing, said there is around 15 feet of 
paved area for parking and he would like to keep the parking there. 

There being no further public comment, Mayor Muhlfeld closed the public hearing and turned it 
over to the Council for consideration. 

Councilor Frandsen made a motion, seconded by Councilor Feury, to approve the 
Conditional Use Permit on behalf of Bonsai Brewing Project LLC for a micro-brewery and tasting 
room in an existing building at 549 Wisconsin Avenue with the 10 conditions of approval as 
recommended by the Whitefish Planning Board with striking the last two sentences of condition 
#2. Condition #2 will now read "All existing and proposed parking shall be paved. No gravel 
parking shall be permitted". The motion passed unanimously. 

Mayor Muhlfeld said they will hold one public hearing and one staff report for both Ordinances 14-
12 and 14-13. We did receive a notice of appeal prior to the meeting so the council can act on the zone 
change but cannot act on the Planned Unit Development as it will have to be tabled. 

a) Ordinance No. 14-_; An Ordinance rezoning approximately 1.050 acres of land to 
become a part of 6348 Highway 93 South, Section 1, Township 30 North, Range 22 
West, Whitefish, Montana, from County R-2 (One Family Residential District) and B-
2 (General Business) to City WLR (One Family Limited Residential District) and 
WB-2 (Secondary Business District) and adopting Findings with respect to such 
rezone (First Reading). 

b) Ordinance No. 14-_; An Ordinance approving the Whitefish Crossing fka Deer 
Tracks Residences Planning Unit Development to develop a 60-unit apartment 
project on one parcel comprising approximately 4.493 acres of land to become a 
part of 6348 Highway 93 South, Whitefish (First Reading). 

Senior Planner Compton-Ring gave the staff report for both Ordinances. The zoning is to put 
back the zoning from county zoning to city zoning. On the PUD the owners are asking for 39.5 height 
instead of 35 and also they are required to have 2. 3 spaces per unit and they are asking for 2 spaces per 
unit. The Whitefish Planning Board recommended approval of the building height deviation but not the off 
street parking and also striking condition #12. 

Councilor Feury asked why the two different zones and Compton-Ring said they would have to do 
a Growth Policy amendment and a rezone map amendment. 

Sean Averill gave a slide show on the project and explained why they want to do apartments and 
why this location. 

Mayor Muhlfeld opened the public hearing. 

Jeff Raper, 719 Kalispell Avenue, spoke on behalf of the Board of Directors of the Chamber. They 
support this zone change and PUD as we do need affordable and working force housing. 

Tom Tornow, 309 Wisconsin Avenue, his comments are addressed to the PUD application and 
the transfer of density being proposed. Because of the appeal they will address this to the Board of 
Adjustments. 

Jamie Carbo, 106 Kinnikinnik Circle, an owner of the Deer Tracks. The official name of Deer 
Tracks is Dear Trac. They have been to the Council before to subdivide this property and they had to put 
in the utilities, and a 3 acres buffer to Park Knoll for single family only. They also deeded two strips of 
land along the road to Park Knoll so they could have use of the road. He does ask that they move forward 
with the project. 
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Don Spivey, 117 Park Knoll Lane, said the 3 acres that buffer Park Knoll was already zoned 
WLR. This piece of property is sold and in the process of having a single family home built. 

Judy Spivey, 117 Park Knoll, feels the apartment complex does not conform to the present and 
future use of this strip of land. Does not agree with this non-conforming project and the combining of the 
various zones. Good planning that you stick to guarantees wonderful towns and cities. 

David Hunt, 113 Park Knoll Lane and speaking on behalf of the Park Knoll Homeowners 
Association, they do support the need for housing but does not support this high density apartment PUD. 
It is in the wrong place and should be denied. The key issue is the change in land use on 2 of the western 
portions from WLR (single family) to a high density use. They believe the blending approach used to drive 
the high density in the PUD are not supported in the zoning codes and is why the appeal to the Board of 
Adjustments. Some of the concerns are the additional traffic so a traffic safety study should be done. 
Safety is also an issue as there could be 100 or more people living in the area which they believe would 
migrate to the woods to the west. The Whitefish Growth Policy has a vision statement that says the 
citizens value the character and small time feel of the community and will preserve these values as the 
community grows. They feel this project conflicts with this vision statement. They do not believe the PUD 
should be approved as submitted. 

Karen Geisy, 121 Park Knoll Estate, does support the affordable housing and the project in 
theory. The blending of the zoning is to the advantage of the developer not to the City of Whitefish. 
Please consider the density on this project. 

Jenny Connelly, 105 Park Knoll, her concerns are the light pollution and the area does not have 
school buses to pick up the children which would mean more traffic back and forth to the schools. 

Bruce Gibson, is representing the residences of 120 Park Knoll Lane, their concerns are the 
zoning changes and the effect it has on their property. Also the high density of people who they feel will 
be drawn towards the woods. There is not a proposed pedestrian crossing in the area. They are not in 
favor of this proposal as it now stands. 

Mark Volker, 128 Park Knoll Lane, agrees with the same concerns as everyone else who has 
spoken. The project is a square peg in a round hole and doesn't fit the area. If it was another Hampton 
Inn or office complex it would fit but not long term housing. Why not have the developer build the Baker 
Avenue extension all the way to Baker Avenue which would relieve the traffic from the highway. He asked 
the council to deny this application. 

Mayor Muhlfeld closed the public hearing for Ordinance 14-12 regarding the rezoning application. 

Mayor Muhlfeld kept the public hearing open on the Planned Unit Development. 

Mayor Muhlfeld called for a break at 9:17 p.m. 

Councilor Feury made a motion, seconded by Councilor Frandsen, to approve Ordinance 
No 14-12; an ordinance of the Whitefish City Council rezoning of approximately 1.050 acres of 
land to become part of 6348 Highway 93 South, Section 1, Township 30 North, Range 22 West, 
Whitefish, Montana, from County R-2 (One Family Limited Residential) and B-2 (General Business) 
to City WLR (One-Family Limited Residential District and WB-2 (Secondary Business District) and 
adopting Findings with respect to such rezone. The motion passed unanimously. 

Councilor Hildner made a motion, seconded by Councilor Anderson, to postpone 
Ordinance 14-13; an Ordinance approving the Whitefish CrOSSing fka Deer Tracks Residences 
Planning Unit Development to develop a 60-unit apartment project on one parcel comprising 
approximately 4.493 acres of land to become a part of 6348 Highway 93 South, Whitefish. This is 
to be postponed to the 1st meeting in January 2015. The motion passed unanimously. 
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7. COMMUNICATIONS FROM PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR (CD 2:09:36) 
a) Ordinance No. 14-_; An Ordinance transferring the Mountain Trails Ice Rink 

Advisory Committee, Whitefish Tree Advisory Committee, Pedestrian and Bicycle 
Path Advisory Committee, and Weed Control Advisory Committee from advisory 
committees to the City Council to advisory committees to the Board of Park 
Commissioners, establishing the W.A.G. Board as an advisory committee to the 
Board of Park Commissioners, and amending Whitefish City Code, Title 2, 
Chapters 1, 6,7, 8 and 11. 

Parks and Recreation Director Butts gave her staff report. Director Butts said after meeting with 
all the committees they are proposing to transfer the committees to the Board of Park Commissioners. 

Councilor Hildner made a motion, seconded by Councilor Anderson, to approve Ordinance 
14-13; An Ordinance transferring the Mountain Trails Ice Rink Advisory Committee, Whitefish Tree 
Advisory Committee, Pedestrian and Bicycle Path Advisory Committee, and Weed Control 
Advisory Committee from advisory committees to the City Council to advisory committees to the 
Board of Park Commissioners, establishing the W.A.G. Board as an advisory committee to the 
Board of Park Commissioners, and amending Whitefish City Code, Title 2, Chapters 1, 6, 7, 8, and 
11. 

After some discussion with the Councilors and City Attorney VanBuskirk the Ordinance will have 
amendments made to address who has the authority to make appointments and the City Council can 
override the Park Boards decisions. 

Councilor Hildner amended his motion to include revisions prescribed by Councilor 
Anderson on 2nd reading with the 2nd concurring. The motion as amended passed unanimously. 

8. COMMUNICATIONS FROM PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR (CD 2:19:48) 
a) Consideration of staff recommendations regarding request from residents of 

Murray Avenue to close the north end of Murray Avenue. 

Public Works Director Wilson asked that they take no action at this time. 

Councilor Anderson recognized Gail Shay Linne. Gail Shay Linne, 106 Murray Avenue, asked the 
council to really consider the safety issues. 

The council went with staff recommendation not to take action at this time. 

9. COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY MANAGER (CD 2:24:14) 
a) Written report enclosed with the packet. Questions from Mayor or Council. 

Mayor Muhlfeld asked if North Valley Refuse was picking up recycling more than they were 
before. City Manager Stearns said they were but would check to see how many more times. Councilor 
Muhlfeld asked Public Works Director about Birch Point quiet zone. Director Wilson said he will get them 
the figures in the next month or two. 

b) Other items arising between October 29 and November 3rd_ None. 
c) Resolution No. 14-53: Resolution relating to $300,000 Sewer System Revenue Bond 

(DNRC Water Pollution Control State Revolving Loan Program). Series 2014A; 
Authorizing the issuance and fixing the terms and conditions thereof. 

Finance Director Smith gave her staff report. 
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Councilor Anderson made a motion, seconded by Councilor Feury, to approve Resolution 
14-53 as presented by staff. The motion passed unanimously. 

d. First quarter FY15 financial report (Dana Smith, Finance Director) 
Finance Director Smith gave her first quarter FY15 financial report. Councilor Hildner said thanks 

for a complete report and it is very easy to understand and read. 

e. Consideration of approving Addendum No.1 to the City Hall/Parking Structure 
architectural contract with Mosaic Architecture to proceed to the Schematic Design and 
Design Development Phase. 

Mayor Muhlfeld said they moved item 4 A to this item so they need to decide on Scheme 1.5 and 
consider approving Addendum No. 1 to the City Hall/Parking Structure architectural contract with Mosaic 
Architecture to proceed to the Schematic Design and Design Development Phase. 

Councilor Frandsen made a motion, seconded by Council Anderson, to postpone this 
decision on items 4 A and 9 E until they have a full council. 

After Council discussion and City Manager Stearns mentioning they were going to start on the 
Geo-tech testing next week. Without making the addendum No 1 this will delay this process to maybe 
spring. All the Council were ok with moving ahead with the Geo-technical drilling. 

The motion passed unanimously. 

e) Consideration of approving the use of the "Construction Manager At Risk" method of 
construction for the future City Hall/Parking Structure project instead of the traditional 
"Design-Bid-Build' method. 

City Manager Stearns gave his report on the difference of "Construction Manager at Risk" method 
of construction and the "Design-Bid-Build" method. 

Councilor Feury made a motion, seconded by Councilor Hildner, to approving the use of 
the Construction Manager At Risk method of construction for the future City Hall/Parking 
Structure project. The motion passed unanimously. 

10. COMMUNICATIONS FROM MAYOR AND CITY COUNCILOR (2:58:48) 
a) Consideration of authorizing letter from Mayor Muhlfeld regarding the Whitefish 

Range Partnership. 

Councilor Anderson made a motion, seconded by Councilor Frandsen, to authorize a letter 
from Mayor Muhlfeld regarding the Whitefish Range Partnership. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

b) Confirmation of Chamber of Commerce appointment of Jeff Raper of National Parks 
Realty to Future City Hall Steering Committee as Chamber appointee. 

Councilor Frandsen made a motion, seconded by Councilor Feury to appoint Jeff Raper of 
National Parks Realty to the Future City Hall Steering Committee as a Chamber appointee. The 
motion passed unanimously. 

Councilor Anderson said the City Hall/Parking Structure design is very integrated and this has not 
been explained well up to this point and they need Ben Tingtinger from Mosiac to explain this better. 

Councilor Frandsen asked what the feasibility on adding a recycling center at the Ice Rink or 
Mountain Trails Park. City Manager Stearns said they are looking at more curbside recycling. Director 
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Butts said their concern is with the traffic flow as it is one-way and the extra debris scattered around. 
Councilor Frandsen concern was we removed the north end recycling and we need to get something 
back at the end of town and maybe more pickups being done. Councilor Frandsen other concern was 
Allen Conners comment on the ordinance on bear proof containers leading to a misdemeanor. City 
Attorney VanBuskirk said if the ordinance says fine or misdemeanor they would receive one or the other 
but not both. 

Mayor Muhlfeld wanted to give a shout out to the Public Works, Robert Peccia and the 
contractors for the work on E. 2nd Street. 

11. ADJOURNMENT-Meeting adjourned at 10:33 p.m. 

Attest: 

Assistant City Clerk Woodbeck 
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