
WHAT WE KNOW

 		

WHAT WE HEARD

WHAT WE  ENVISION
•	 Iconic yet architecturally appropriate 
•	 A nod to the original City Hall architecture
•	 A sophisticated Whitefish aesthetic through 		
	 use of natural materials
•	 Creative use of interior AND exterior spaces
•	 A City Hall that faces both Baker and 2nd 		
	 Street
•	 A ‘Civic’ sense of entry facing 2nd Street
•	 Ample landscaping and public space near the 	
	 entry
•	 Opportunity for ‘interpretive’ elements
•	 A grand stair to three floors
•	 A two story open lobby with lots of daylight
•	 A 1 ½ story Council Chamber space with 	 	
	 clearstory daylight
•	 A staff/community room open to outside deck 	
	 space
•	 Views of Big Mountain from the third floor 		
	 spaces
•	 An opportunity to include the 10:00 siren in 	
	 the architectural vocabulary

•	 City Hall will encompass 18-21,000 sf
•	 The Parking Structure requires 
	 230+ spaces
•	 The site is 130’x300’ on Baker and 2nd
•	 The budget is approximately $11 million
•	 Design must adhere to the Whitefish master
	 plan and Architectural Review Standards
•	 Soft soils indicate deep foundation system
•	 35’ height limit within 20’ of street side 	 	 	
	 property line
	 -Maximum height 45’ with 120’ diagonal for 
	 portion exceeding 35’
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WHAT WE KNOW WHITEFISH CITY HALL AND PARKING STRUCTURE

glacierparkphotography.comglacierparkphotography.comChuckHaney.com

DESIGN ELEMENTS

•	 City Hall should embody the 
	 community value of Whitefish
•	 City Hall should be low maintenance 	
	 and easy to operate
•	 Natural light is extremely important
•	 An open, iconic entry and lobby can 
	 represent the ‘front door’ to Whitefish
•	 Referencing the historic City Hall and 	 	
	 architectural language of Whitefish 	 	 	
	 through a timeless design is crucial to 	
	 a successful solution.
•	 Natural, indigenous material use is 
	 preferred to contemporary steel and glass
•	 Awning covered walkways, typical of Old 	 	
	 Town Central District, are desired
•	 City Hall should provide community use 	 	
	 opportunities beyond city functions
•	 Connectivity and easy orientation between 	 	
	 city departments is essential
•	 Celebrate the culture of Whitefish through 		
	 a sense of permanence and stability in the 	 	
	 architecture of City Hall



ENTRY WEST ELEVATION NORTH ELEVATION

LEVEL 1
-Public Works
-Parks & Recreation
-Building, Planning, & Zoning

LEVEL 2
-Legal Department
-Administration/Clerks Offices
-Council Chambers

LEVEL 3
-Shared Facilities: Staff Area
-Conference Rooms 1 & 2
-Council Chambers Overlook
-Direct access to Level 3A of Parking Structure
-Community Room

PARKING STRUCTURE DIAGRAM
230+ SPACES

LEVEL 1 LEVEL 2 LEVEL 3	

MASSING
DIAGRAM

MASSING
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Whitefish City Hall
M a c A r t h u r  M e a n s  &  W e l l s  A r c h i t e c t s
V i e w  o f  t h e  n e w  W h i t e f i s h  C i t y  H a l l  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  2 n d  a n d  B a k e r



View of the History Wall looking south on Baker Interior view of Council Chambers Birds eye view looking north to Big Mountain

First & Baker Building
M a c A r t h u r  M e a n s  &  W e l l s  A r c h i t e c t s
V i e w  o f  t h e  p a r k i n g  a n d  r e t a i l  b l o c k  o n  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  1 s t  a n d  B a k e r
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C I T Y  O F  W H I T E F I S H
C I T Y  H A L L  D E S I G N  C O M P E T I T I O N

1 .  A B O V E  G R O U N D  S T R U C T U R E

t h e  s t r u c t u r e  s h o u l d  b e  h o n e s t ,  i n t e r e s t i n g , 

 e v e n  w h i m s i c a l

t h e  b u i l d i n g  s h o u l d  b e  p r o m i n e n t , 

b u t  a l s o  w a r m ,  a n d  v e r y  p e d e s t r i a n

l o w e r  f l o o r

u p p e r  f l o o r
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C I T Y  O F  W H I T E F I S H
C I T Y  H A L L  D E S I G N  C O M P E T I T I O N

2 .  U N D E R G R O U N D  S T R U C T U R E

w h a t  i f  a n  u n d e r g r o u n d  s t r u c t u r e  w e r e  c r e a t e d ? 
i t  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  5 0  l e s s  s p a c e s  t h a n  t h e  a b o v e 
g r o u n d  s t r u c t u r e ,  b u t  i t  w o u l d  a l s o  b e  m u c h  l e s s  c o s t l y ,  a l l o w  e x p a n s i o n  a b i l i t y 
t o  t h e  c i t y  h a l l  o v e r  t i m e ,  w h i l e  p r o v i d i n g  a m p l e  n a t u r a l  l i g h t  a n d  v i e w s  f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  i t s  o c c u p a n t s     

a  v i e w  o f  t h e  n o r t h e r n  ‘ c o u r t y a r d ’ ,  t h a t  p r o v i d e s 

n a t u r a l  l i g h t ,  v i e w s ,  a n d  e x t e r i o r  g a t h e r i n g  s p a c e s

l o b b y  v i e w  n o r t h

l o w e r  f l o o r

u p p e r  f l o o r
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a r c h i t e c t s

Our vision for the new Whitefish City Hall and Parking Structure is to fash-
ion a building that encompasses the character and spirit of the citizens of 
Whitefish in a way that serves residents and visitors of this very special place 
in a way that is honest, transparent and welcoming.  The government func-
tions are located in traditional architectural forms flanking a contemporary 
glass enclosure which houses the building entry, lobby and open stair.  The 
entry to City Hall is set back from the street creating a public gathering and 
green space.  The parking structure, though utilizing a majority of the site, 
is designed to be subordinate and complementary to City Hall.

The City Hall and Parking Structure are designed to be timeless and iconic.  Exte-
rior materials selected are those with a proven history of limited maintenance.  
Wood, an important part of the history of Whitefish, will be used in protected 
locations on the exterior and abundantly in the interior.  The built environment 
will enable public servants to do their best work in efficient, flexible and adapt-
able space awash in natural daylight.  

It is our goal that when completed the building will be an enduring symbol of the 
pride of Whitefish for current and future generations.

,  LTD.A R C H I T E C T S
WHITEFISH CITY HALL & PARKING STRUCTURE



Pedestrian Circulation

Parking Garage

City Hall

Staff & Public Support

Mechanical

Retail

BUILDING LEGEND

Admin / Clerks
Legal

Green 
Wall

Green 
Wall

Building / Planning & Zoning
Parks & Recreation

Community 
Living Room

TOP OF PARAPET 42’-7”

T.O.P. 32’-4”

Kitchen

T.O.P. 32’-6”

T.O.P. 27’-4” T.O.P. 35’-0”

MAIN LEVEL FLOOR PLAN
CITY HALL BUILDING FOOTPRINT  9,950 S.F.

PROJECT 
NORTH

100 20 40

SECOND LEVEL FLOOR PLAN
CITY HALL BUILDING FOOTPRINT  9,790 S.F.

(OPTIONAL) THIRD LEVEL FLOOR 
CITY HALL BUILDING FOOTPRINT  3,340 S.F.

BASEMENT FLOOR PLAN
CITY HALL BUILDING FOOTPRINT  3,800 S.F.

SITE  DIAGRAMS
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